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1990-91  OPI  HIV/AIDS 

Education  Program 

The  1990-91  OPI  HIV/AIDS  Education  Program  has  been 
funded  for  its  third  year  and  the  year  ahead  looks  to  be  full  of 
many  positive  activities  and  learning  opportunities  for  Mon- 
tana school  staffs  and  students  in  HIV/AIDS  education  and 
in  comprehensive  school  health  education.  The  staff  at  OPI 
looks  forward  to  assisting  schools  in  the  implementation  of 
HIV/AIDS  curricula  and  classroom  activities  and  in  the  im- 
plementation of  policies  relating  to  communicable  diseases  in- 
cluding HIV. 


HIV/AIDS  Educational  Materials 

All  schools  in  Montana  should  have  received  the  K-12 
HlV/AlDS  Supplement  to  the  Montana  AIDS  Curriculum 
Guidehnes.  The  supplements  were  mailed  to  schools  in  May 
and  only  one  copy  per  school  was  distributed.  There  are  no 
copyright  restrictions  on  the  supplement,  and  it  is  hoped  that 
copies  of  the  document  will  be  made  for  each  grade  level  and 
distributed  to  classroom  teachers. 

The  supplement  provides  educators  with  activities  that  may 
be  used  in  the  classroom,  lesson  plans  and  transparency 
masters.  All  schools  in  Montana  should  also  have  received  the 
Guidelines  for  Communicable  Disease  Control  Policies  in 
Montana  Schools.  This  document  offers  general  recommen- 
dations for  policymaking  decisions,  suggested  policy 
guidelines,  universal  precautions  in  the  school  setting,  con- 
fidentiality issues  and  resource  information. 

If  your  school  has  not  received  either  of  these  documents, 
please  contact  the  OPI  HIV/AIDS  Education  Program  at 
444-1964. 


Discrimination  Laws 

In  April  1990,  guidance  was  issued  to  the  Office  for  Civil 
Rights  on  the  application  of  Section  504  of  the  Rehabilitation 
Act  of  1973,  as  amended,  to  children  with  AIDS  in  elemen- 
tary and  secondary  schools. 

The  guidance  can  be  summarized  as  follows: 

—Unless  currently  presenting  a  risk  of  contagion  due  to  the 
stage  of  the  disease,  a  child  with  AIDS  will  remain  in  the 
regular  classroom. 

—A  full  evaluation  is  not  required  when  neither  recipients 
nor  parents  believe  that  a  child  is  in  need  of  special  education 
or  related  services. 

—In  all  other  respects,  school  districts  should  apply  to 
children  with  AIDS  the  process  and  procedures  required  by 
the  Section  504  regulation.  In  accordance,  the  group  of  peo- 
ple making  placement  decisions  must  include  persons 
knowledgeable  about  the  child,  the  meaning  of  the  evaluation 
and  medical  information,  and  about  placement  options. 

—All  procedural  safeguards  required  by  the  regulation  ap- 
ply to  children  handicapped  solely  by  reason  of  AIDS. 

—Children  with  AIDS  may  not  be  singled  out  for  treatment 
that  differs  from  that  provided  to  nonhandicapped  children 
or  children  with  other  kinds  of  handicapping  conditions  with 
respect  to  confidentiality. 


Montana  OPI  Regional  Trainers 

On  August  6-9,  1990,  29  Montana  educators,  nominated  by 
their  superintendents,  participated  in  an  HIV/AIDS  Train  the 
Trainer  workshop  presented  by  the  Office  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion and  ETR  Associates,  a  research  and  training  organiza- 
tion located  in  Santa  Cruz,  California.  The  training  involved 
the  educators  in  the  development  of  their  own  training  pro- 
grams; teaching  strategies  and  activities;  the  implementation 
of  HIV/AIDS  education  within  the  context  of  a  comprehen- 
sive school  health  education  program;  curricula  and  policy  in- 
formation, and  the  resources  available  to  Montana  schools. 

The  responsibility  of  these  trainers  is  to  impart  the 
knowledge  and  information  obtained  at  this  training  to  ad- 
ministrators, educators  and  school  board  members  at 
regional  sites  throughout  the  state  of  Montana.  This  is  much 
more  than  simply  an  AIDS  "101"  awareness  talk.  The 
trainers  will  be  contacting  schools  in  their  respective  regional 
areas  to  announce  the  dates  of  workshops  that  they  will  be 
presenting. 

The  OPI  is  proud  of  the  accomplishments  of  these  trainers 
and  urges  all  schools  to  take  advantage  of  the  workshops  that 
will  be  held.  The  trainers  are  proving  to  be  invaluable  liaisons 
between  the  schools  of  Montana  and  the  OPI,  and  are  ex- 
cellent resources  to  Montana  educators.  All  schools  should 
have  received  a  list  of  these  trainers  from  the  HIV/AIDS 
Education  Program.  If  there  are  any  questions  or  needed 
assistance,  please  call  the  HIV/AIDS  Program  at  444-1964. 


Montana  Survey  Report 

The  results  of  the  administrator  and  student  surveys  con- 
ducted in  Montana  have  been  compiled.  The  HIV/AIDS 
Education  Program  is  developing  a  booklet  containing  nar- 
rative and  statistical  information  gained  from  the  survey 
results.  The  report  will  be  very  informative,  and  will  conclude 
with  specific  recommendations  on  improving  comprehensive 
school  health  education  and  HIV  education  programs  in 
Montana  schools. 

The  survey  reports  will  be  completed  the  first  part  of  Oc- 
tober, and  a  copy  of  the  report  will  be  sent  to  all  participating 
schools.  If  your  school  did  not  participate  but  would  like  a 
copy  of  the  report,  please  call  or  write  the  HIV/AIDS  Educa- 
tion Program. 


World  AIDS  Day 

The  third  annual  World  AIDS  Day  will  be  held  on 
December  1,  1990.  World  AIDS  Day  is  a  day  to  draw  public 
attention  to  the  AIDS  pandemic  and  raise  awareness  about 
how  AIDS  can  be  stopped  worldwide.  It  is  also  meant  to 
bring  a  message  of  compassion,  hope  and  understanding 
about  AIDS  to  people  in  every  country  of  the  world. 

The  theme  of  this  year's  World  AIDS  Day  is  "Women  and 
AIDS,"  which  will  focus  not  only  on  the  increasing  impact  of 
HIV/ AIDS  on  women  as  a  medical  problem,  but  also  will 
draw  attention  to  the  special  concerns  related  to  HIV/AIDS 
and  pregnancy,  childbirth  and  raising  children. 

The  OPI  AIDS  Education  Program  has  received  brochures 
from  the  World  Health  Organization  explaining  World  AIDS 
Day  and  what  your  school  or  community  can  do  to  help  make 
others  aware  of  the  issues  surrounding  AIDS.  These 
brochures  will  be  sent  to  all  schools  in  October. 


O    '^ 


Resource  Materials  Review 

Each  issue  of  the  Communique  will  now  include  a  section 
on  resource  materials  that  have  been  reviewed  by  a  Montana 
educator  and  a  short  synopsis  of  the  materials.  The  materials 
are  valuable  to  Montana  administrators,  educators  and 
school  nurses  for  use  in  HIV/AIDS  education  and  com- 
prehensive school  heahh  education.  This  issue's  review: 

"Combating  Homophobia  in  AIDS  Education,"  James 
Croteau  and  Susanne  Morgan,  Journal  of  Counseling  and 
Development,  September/October  1989,  pp.  86-90. 

Everyone  teaching  AIDS  education  will  be  faced  with  deal- 
ing with  homophobia.  It  is  enough  that  we  must  work  with 


people  who  have  a  variety  of  feelings  and  ideas  about  AIDS 
and  AIDS  education  without  being  challenged  with  the 
possibiHty  of  having  some  of  our  materials  promoting 
homophobia  to  the  audience. 

This  article  gives  excellent  insight  into  how  to  assess 
materials  (videos,  pamphlets,  editorials,  textbooks,  etc.)  for 
messages  that  are  homophobic.  Often  the  message  is  subtle  or 
unintentioned.  The  damage  done  may  be  great  nonetheless. 
The  authors  of  this  article  review  current  materials  available 
that  give  negative  messages,  as  well  as  materials  and  educa- 
tional strategies  that  explicitly  contradict  such  homophobic 
messages.  The  article  is  a  practical  guide  toward  effectively 
educating  about  AIDS  without  becoming  mired  in 
homophobia. 


MONTANA  DLil'AR'l'MlvNT  OF  HEALTH  AND  ENVll^ONMUNTAL  SCIIiNCES 

MONTANA 

RESIDENT  AND  NON-RESIDENT  AIDS  CASES* 

Acquired  Immunodeficiency  Syndrome  (AIDS) 

Definitive  sind  Presumptive  AIDS  Cases 

Suivcillancc  Report  -  7/1/90  to  7/31/90 


Adult/Adolescent 
1.    Disease  Cate^orA'                                                                 Cases  f     %) 

Deaths  (     %) 

PCP 

30  (   47) 

20  (   67) 

Oilier  Disease  w/o  PCP 

32  (  50) 

20  (   66) 

KS  Alone 

2(    3) 

0(     0) 

No  Diseases  Listed 

Of    0) 

Of     0) 

Total 

64  (  100) 

40 (   63) 

2.    Ase 

Cases  {      %) 

3.   Racc/Hthnicitv 

Adult/Adolcsccnt 
Cases  f     %) 

Under  13 

0(     0) 

Wliitc,  Not  Hi.spanic 

57  (   89) 

13-19 

1  (     2) 

Black,  Not  Hispanic 

If     2) 

20-29 

19  (   30) 

Hispanic 

2f     3) 

30-39 

28  (   44) 

Native  American 

4f     6) 

40-49 

10  (    16) 

Unknown 

Of     0) 

Over  49 

6(     9) 

Total 

64  (  100) 

Unknown 

Of     0) 

■lbl;d 

64  (  100) 

AdL 
4.    I'.xposurc  Category 

It/Adolescent 
Males  (     %) 

Females  (     %) 

Total  (     %) 

1  lomosexLial  or  Hise.Kiial  Men 

38  (   59) 

0(     0) 

38  f   59) 

Intravenous  (IV)  Drug  User 

6(     9) 

Of     0) 

6(     9) 

1  lomo/!3i  nVI  Druu  User 

7  (   11) 

0(     0) 

7(    11) 

1  Icniophiliac 

3(    5) 

0(     0) 

3f    5) 

1  lelerosexual  Contact 

0(    0) 

4(     6) 

4f    6) 

Transfusion  with  Ulood/Producls 

0(    0) 

1(     2) 

If    2) 

None  of  the  Above/Other 

4(     6) 

If     2) 

5(     8) 

Total 

58  (   90) 

6(    10) 

64  f  100) 

Source:    Montana  AIDS/STD  Program.  MDHES,  through  July  31,  1990. 

'Includes  47  Montana  AIDS  cases  and  16  cases  reported  to  Centers  for  Di.scasc  Control  from  other  states  who  moved  to  Montana. 

As  of  .luly  31,  1990,  there  have  been  260  positive  HIV  tests  from  21,585  cumulative  tests  conducted  through  the  MDHES  Public  Health 
Laboratoiy. 

Nalionallv,  as  of  .lunc  30,  1990,  139,765  cases  of  AIDS  and  85,430  deaths  have  been  reported  to  the  Centers  for  Disease  Control. 


Funded  through  a  cooperative  agreement  with: 

Centers  for  Disease  Control 

Center  for  Chronic  Disease  Prevention  and  Health  Promotion 

Division  of  Adolescent  and  School  Health 

Atlanta,  GA  30333 


